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their massive flowerage in amethyst instead
of emerald.

The spot most remarkable for its historical
associations which we visited this day was the
site of the ancient Aphidnse, the birthplace of
Tyrteus, the lame minstrel, to whom Sparta
owed its freedom, as well as of Harmodius
and Aristogeiton, the deliverers of Athens.
Aphidnse however has earlier records than
these. It was the city in which Theseus con-
cealed Helen, then not more than nine years
old, whom he had carried off, and whom her
brothers, Castor and Pollux, pursued and
recovered. It is magnificently situated at the
summit of a hill crowned with an oval platform
of almost architectural regularity. Nothing
more precious than a few fragments of arioient
pottery has yet been found in its neighbourhood;
but as no search but the most trivial has
been made, we may still expect interesting
discoveries from a spot which always remained
among the most important of Athenian fortresses.

The morning after our visit to Aphidnsa we